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ing seats on such a heavy reduction. Why
wot redisiribute on the lines of the 1913 Bill,
leaving the commissivners to reduce or in-
crease by one-fifth for special reasons, so as
fo afford the various bodies of electors, ac-
cording to their respective situations, an
cyual opportunity to influence elections to
Parliament? The redistribution proposed
by the Bill is not fair, and the present is not
an opporiune time for redistribution.

Mr. GARDIXER (Trwin) [9.9]: I move—
1hat the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division laken with the
tuliowing result:—

Ayes - . ..oo24
Noes . - .o 13

Majority for .. 11

Mr. E. B. Johnstan
Me. Lefroy Mr. Hardwlck
Mr. Mitcbell \ (Teller.)

Motion thus passed; the debate adjourned.

Mr. P, Wilson

AYEQ,
Mr. Angwin . Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Carpenter ! AMfr. Mullapy
Mr. Chesson | Mr. Munsla
Mr. Collier | ™r. O'Loghlen
Mr. Cunninsgham ' Mr. Scaddan
M¢, Foley f Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr., Walker
Mr. Grifiths i Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Harrleon Mr. Willmoit
Me, Hlckmoit Mr. Boltop
Mr. Holman (Tellet.)
Mr. Hudson

Nozs,
Mr. Allen t Myt, Nalrn
Mr. Butcher ! Mr. Roblnsan
Mt. Cobpnolly Mr. Smith
Mr. CGeorge ! Mr. Veryard

!

Tlouse adjourned at 9.15 p.m.
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iy the Colomial Seeretary: 1, Health Act,
1011-15: Wagin Munieipal Couacil, adop-
tion of Model By-laws, 2, Roads Aet, 1811:
['niform general by-laws for regulating
mutor and other tralfie, adopted by the
Corrigin, Dalwallinu, Kast Avon, Melbourns,
Perenjori-Morowa, Queen's Park, and Wes-
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ASSEXT TO BILL.
Mes~age from the Governor received and
read notifyving assent to the Postponement
ol Debts Aei Continuation Bill.

QUESTION—FRUIT-CANNING PRO-
JECT. CORRESPONDENCE.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN asked the Col-
onial Secretarv: Will he place on the
Table of the House the correspondence be-
tween the Agricultural Department and the
Associated Fruitgrowers re proposed estab-
Hishment of fruit-canninz works?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
As the Associated Fruitgrowers are at pre-
sent engager in delicate negotiations with
reard to this matter. it is not considered
expeilient to lay the eorrespondence on the
Tahle of the House at the present juncture;
but the file can be perused by the honour-
able member at the Agrienltural Depart-
ment, if he desires to see what has taken
y'lace up to the present.
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MOTION—ENEMY SUBJECTS IN GOV-
ERNMENT AND PRIVATE EMPLOY.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.35]: I
move—

That, as the Government has decided
thet ali persons who are, or have at any
time been, subjecis of an enemy couniry
shall be retired under “The Public Ser-
vanls .let, 19157 and as it is the inten-
fion of the Government to similarly deal
wilh all other Government workers, this
House is of the opinion thut the Govern-
ment should frame and pass a Bill mak-
ing o unlawful for any employer within
Western .tustralia to employ any person
who is, or has at any time been, a subject
of ai enemy counlry, during the eunrrency
af the war and for one year thereafter.

Owing to the abnormal fimes in which we
are now living, possibly I may be misjudged
in my motives. llowever, in view of the
attitude adopted by (he Government on this
ruestion and of the remarks of members of
the Government, [ think the subject is well
worthy of consideration by the House. On
the 4th October the Premier was asked in
another place how many Germans or alien
subjecls had been put off since the present
Glovernment took oflice. In reply the Pre-
mier said—

Ep to the present two specific cases on
the salaried staffi have heen dealt with
under the Public Servants Aet, 1915. The
return of wages men is not yet available.
The Government have decided that all
pergons who are or have at any time been
subjecls of anv enemy country shall be
retired under the Public Servants Aet,
1915. The Puablic Service Commissioner
1s now engaged in taking action in accord-
ance with this deeision, In the case of
persons whose parents (one or both)
were at any time subjects of an enemy
country, the Public Service Commissioner
has been directed to inquire and advise
the Government as to whether, in his
opinion, sueh persons shonld he retained
in the service.

That is, I take it, the decision of the Gov-
ernment inasmuch as the Premier bimself
announced it. Tt seems that all the powers
eonferred on the Government by virtue of
the Public Servants Act of 1915 have been

[OOUNCIL.]

given their fuilest consammation. The Min-
ister who submiited the Bill in this Chamber
said it was neeessary, but that it would not
be put inlo operation excepl there were just
causes for it. 1 take it that any naturalised
person who was charged with disloyalty
wounld be given an opportunity of proving
his loyalty, As 1 understood it that was the
intention in respect to the Aet, but it now
seems that 1he (Government have taken full
advantage of the Act, for the mandate is that
any person whe is or af any time has been
the subjeet of an enemy country is to be
dismissed from the public service.  Going
further, the Government have issuned in-
stractions to minor Government bodies, such
as the museum trustees, working under a
board, that enemy subjeets in their employ
shiall be cismissed. It has gone forth to all
Government departments and I take it that
it is going to be enforeed in respect at least
to the wages staff, inasmueh as every mem-
ber ot a wages staff has (o sign a declara-
tion disclosing his nalive country. I sub-
mit that any person who is an enemy sub-
jeet should not be employed by the Govern-
ment and should not be employed either by
any other employer in the State; bat I bold
that any person who has sworn allegiance
to His Majesty the King and is in the em-
ploy of the Government, or of any private
employer, should have the right to defend
hig ease and should be heard. On the 27th
October, the Colonial Secretary, speaking at
the Skating Rink, was reported as fol-
lows :—

There was, he said, ancther question,
and that affected the enemy in their
midst. Speaking as a member of the
Government he hoped that no Govern-
ment in Australia would depart from the
hest British traditions, which laid it down
that full and ample justice was to be done
to every man.

How are we going to extend full and ample
justice to a eitizen of the Commonwealth
under our law? The enemy subject is not
under our law. The only way we can do
justice 15 by giving an opportunity to every
man to defend his loyalty. To show the in-
cansistency of the Government in this diree-
tion, I may remind members that a little
while ago the working miners on the East-
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ern Goldfields, afier many turbulent months,
decided to work no longer with enemy sub-
jeets. In consequence they came out from
the mines, A deputalion waited on the Gov-
ernment, and the (overnment despatched
the Attorney General to the Bastern Gold-
tields. There the Attorney General negoti-
ated witlh the men.  For some time the men
themselves held out, insisting that the terms
of any seltlement must rvest on the hasie
principle that no man should be compelled
10 work with aun enemy subject. Afier a
while the miners gnve way to the Attorney
Cleneral. That hon. gentleman said that ihe
question of an alien enemy should he the
term under which the foreigners referred to
would be tried. Buf when it comes to the
definilion of an enemy subjeet and the def-
nition of an alien enemy as set forth in the
War Precantions Act, the distinetion is one
without o differcnce. The War Precautions
Act defiues an enemy subjeet as the subject
of a eountry with which the United King-
dom is at war, and defines an alien enemy as
the subject of a foreizn power or State
whieh is at war with His Majesty King
George the Fifth. Though it was agreed
that the definition of *‘alien enemy” wag a
point upon which those foreigners should be
indicted and eharged, was that definition of
“alien enemy” enterlained by the Royal
Commisssion? No, Those foreigners were
arraigned before a publiec tribunal where
they had a ¢hance of proving whether or not
they were disloval, whether or not they had
done anything prejudicial to Great Britain
or her Allies. The faet that they were all
aliecn enemies under the War Precautions
Act, and all unnaturalised, was ahsolutely
disregarded. Unless it could be irrefutably
proved that such a man had said something
disloyal or prejudieial to the Empire or its
Allies, the Royal Commission permitted him
to retnrn to work in the mines.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Was not the
Commisssion a good one?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Attorney Gen-
eral worked might and main for the alien
enemy, not the naturalised alien, to be
altowed to gzo back to work in the mines.
The policy advocated hy the Attorney Gen-
eral as applying to the private employer,
Lowever, is not the policy put into opera-
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tivn by the Governmenl. When ihe working
man raises objection, the Guvernment say to
him, “Very well, we will consider your ob-
jectiun; Thut that objeetion must he estab-
lished where every man will have a chance.”
That is the procedure upon which the Gov-
ernment insisted in the case of the gold-
fields. Bul what do we find the Government
doing as a Mipistry?  They say that no
person stall he employed by the State who
5. or at any e has been, the subjeet of
an cnemy country. Is any tribunal set up
befme which these men can have the same
tiial, the same opportunity of defending
themselves, us was placed at the disposal
of alien enemies or enemy subjects on the
Enstern Goldfiels?  The Ciovernment in
effeet have said that thev, as employers,
are not prepared, or do not intend, lo ex-
tend the same righl to a naturalised subject
as theyv advocated for and exlended fo the
alien employees of private employers. I
charge the Governmeni with being incon-
sistent. and inconsistent for a purpose.
The poliey they are advoealing is not a
policy of pairiotism, but a policy of vote-
catching. Therve is no gainsaying the fact
that the individual who to-day gets on a,
public platform fo say that no person of
enemy origin shounld be employed at all in
Australia is cheered to the echo. T eonfend,
however, that even though we live in ab-
normal times, there is some sanity left
amongst some of us, and that there should
he some sense of justice left amongst us
also. 1 know of two cases of hardship, one
of which was hrought under my personal
notice. That wus the case of a man who
left Germany as a child of two and a half
months to come to Australia. He has been
for 20 odd years in the service of the Gov-
ernment of this State, and he is going to he
retired under this decision of the Govern-
ment. I have made inquity and my friends
have made infuiry, and everything goes to
show that there has been no disloyal utter-
ance or disloyal action on the part of this
man, If we are going to earry ount this
policy, which is, after all, a policy of ex-
termination, 1 contend we stand bereft of
the last vestige of justice. My object in
moving the motion is to say to the Govern-
ment {lrat if the elass of persons to whom I
have referred are not fit and proper persons



670

to work for the. State, there is only one
logical ecourse for the Government to pursue,
and that is to pass legislation providing that
no employer shall give employment to those
persons.  What does the attitude of the
Government mean? It means that if these
men are foreed out without a chance, with
perhaps nothing against them but the mere
fact of an accident of birth, nobody is going
to employ them. The Government should
L& a model employer, and a person not fit to
be employed by the Government is not a
person fit to be employed by anvone else.
If the Government, as model employers, are
going to set the example by carrying out in
ils entirety the programme they have an-
nouneced, their only logical ecourse is to pass
through Parliament a measure providing
that no person of enemy origin shall be em-
ployed in Western Australia at all. Sup-
pose the man whose case I have defailed,
and others like him, are forced out of em-
ployment, and no other person employs
them on the ground that, as T have said, if
they are not fit to be employed by the Gov-
ernment, if the Government dismigs them
‘and send them abont their business withont
inquiry, they must be prejodicial to the
State—in what posifion do we place those
persons? They have either fo starve, or to
appeal to the Federal authorities. Appeal
to the Federal authorities for what? Des-
peration will make of those men alien ene-
mies, and they will probably he forced to
commit acts of disloyalty in order to force
the TFederal Government fo intern them.
The Government cannot logically up-
hold their position unless they ecarry out
their poliey in its entirety. One further point
I have to make. I am prepared to accept
an amendment by any hon. member striking
out from my motion the words “or has at any
time been” T am prepared to aceept such
an amendment, beeause then the Govern-
ment would he called upon to pass a Bill
saying, in effeet, that no enemy subject shall
be employed by any private employer in
Western Australia throughout the eurrency

of the war and for one year there-
after. So far as naturalised Austra-
ltan subjeets are concerned, there is

ample machinery for dealing with them
under the War Precautions Act, and pre-

[COUNCIL.]

sumably Lhere is ample authority and power
to make inquiry and to asceriain whether
these men have been disloyal. Presumably
they could, if necessary, be tried under the
War Precaations Act. Turning to the enemny
subject, however, he stands as a man with
no law. There is on his side no law. In this
country he has no law. The man who has
been in Australia for some length of time
and has not become a subject of Australia
by naturalisation, cannot elaim any of the
privileges of an Australian. One last shot:
it is snid that polities make strange bed-
fellows. War makes a great change in
ideals, I have stood up in this House, when
Vines regulation legislation was being con-
sidered, to light hard and long, in company
with a few other members, so to frame that
legislation as to limit the percentage of for-
eigners working in our niines. 1t is with re-
luetanee T refer to what Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom said on thal occasion. The hon.
gentleman expresed the opinion that the
proposal was the most wn-British thing he
had ever heard of in his life, and said that
Lhe almost blushed for shame to hear if.
However, the predictions thén made by sup-
porters o¢f the limitation have come f{rue.
To-day we finid the lcader of the present
Government, who most strenuously resisted
the proposals of the Labour party in this
respect, proposals for giving a statutory
preference of empioyment to Britishers, we
find that gentleman propoesing to extirpate
rool and brancl, leaf and bough, those for
whom he and his party were so solicifous
only three vears ago.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON
[457]: T seeond the motion.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) {4.58]: I
am afraid 1 eannot support the motion, for
the reason that it does not go far enough. I
fear it may be thought that T hold drastie
views on Lhis subject; but, in my opinion,
blood is thieker than water, and all the nat-
uralisation papers in the country will not
change a German into an Australian, nor an
Trishman inte an Englishman. To my mind
there is only one way to deal with these
aliens, and that is to treat them as enemy
subjects, rich or poor, all alike. Unfortu-
nately, that bas not been done in the past;
on which phase of the subject I shall have
something to say -before I sit down. The

(North-East)
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only course is to put them aside until the
war 1s over.
Hon. A. Sanderson: All aliens?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Not all aliens, but
enemy aliens. I say put them aside until the
war is over, and {hen send them back to
their country, and tell them to stay there and
work off the debt that will be owing. Thal
view, with all due respeet fo other hon. mem-
bers, seems to me entirely sensible. The alien
enemies who have been spying over this
counlry for the last 50 years are to be
blamed for iheir action. 1 put the responsi-
bility upon them entirely. But if we allow
the thing to continue, then there will be
nobody to blame but onrselves. So far as I
am concerned, if I have any say in legisla-
tion dealing with enemy subjects, they will
never have another opportunity to bite
the hand that has fed them.  They have
been spying on this country for the past
50 years, and they will continue to spy om
us. If they do so again we must blame
ourselves. There is one matter to which I
wish to refer, that is the difference with
which the law is administered. I will give
one instanee. A few months age I was on
the Fremantle wharf when the “N2” arrived
from the North-Wesi, There was an armed
gnard with fixed bayonets on the wharf.
When the vessel had been tied up the guard
marched on the ship in all the pomp of
military authority with their fixed bayonets
flashing in the sunlight. They wenl to the
fore part of the ship and took from there
two helpless old men, poor devils who
probably did not know that there was a
war on, and marched them off in custody.
In the same week the “Katoomba” arrived
from Sydney, and by her one, who is proh-
ably the richest German in Australia, trav-
elled from Sydney to Fremantle in a cabin
de luxe. I am opposed to administrative
action such as this, though the fault is not
that of the State Government. There are
the facts-—two poor old wretches who were
dug up in the back-blocks of the North-
West were bronght to Fremantle under
armed guard and the rich German allowed
his liberty.

Member: Were they naturalised?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: All the naturalisa-
tion in the world would not make any dif-
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ference.  They were brought down under
arrest, while a wealthy mon was allowed to
travel from Syvdney lo Fremantle in a eabin
de luxe, sat at the captain’s iable, did his
business in Perth, und returned to Sydney.
[ elaim that the greatesi kindness we
could do ithese en would he to put lhem
uside  and  treat them all alike, and it
would he {he greatest vcompliment we
vould pay them. We would be saying
“You are a German and we suppose you
lo be loyal to your country; we appreciate
that you are loynl just as we expect our
people to be loyal to our country. But you
have played the game on us for 50 years
and we are not prepared to trust you fur-
ther.” Let members consider the position
of a Britisher in Germany who bappened io
he in Germany and had the opportunity of
helping England, would he not do so? 1f
that is the attitude which would be adopted
hy the Englishman or the Irishman in Ger-
many, is it not reasonable to expect a simi-
Inr attitude on the part of Germans here?
[f & German in this country were not loyal
to Germany I should despise him and look
upon him as a traifor to his country, as I
consider he has as muaeh right to be loyal to
his eountry as have our people to the British
Empire. To the Englishman there is no
piace like England, to the Irishman similarly
there is no place like Ireland—and I do not
think he is far out. The same may be said
of the Welshman and the Scotsman. I am
reminded of one hysterical woman who was
asked fo vote “Yes” on the recent referen-
dum.  She replied: “I have three sons at
the war and one son in camp; but Hughes is
a Welshman, and I never knew a Welshman
yet who was any good, I will vote No.” If
that attitude is adopted by our own people
of the British Empire is it not only
reasonable that we should expect that
Germans would be loyal to their own
country? I conld give numerous in-
stances of the absurdity of our treatment of
Germans. In the North a few months ago
there was a German travelling allegedly in
the interests of science; and I do pot think
I am far wrong when I say that he was
franked by the late Premier, Mr. Sead-
dan. T got that information from what
1 believe to be an authentie source. Mr,
Seaddan was so impressed by the value



of that man’s investigations from a seien-
tific standpoint that he franked this gen-
tHeman to the North while we were at
war. That man was an enemy subject.
From an sbsolutely reliable source 1 have
learned that even while the West Aus-
tralian Government was franking this gen-
tleman to the North, the Commonwealth
Government had a man chasing him round
to see what his game really was. | want that
sort of thing put a stop to. We should put
these ecnemy subjeets away quietly, treat
them well and if they want to werk let them
do so—I would even pay them for their
work—and when the war is over I would
send them back to their own country. That
is the only thing to do; but we should treat
all alike.

On motion by Hon. R. G. Ardagh, debate
adjourned.

RETURN—PIPE MANUFACTURE,
PRICE OF P1G IRON.
Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
uwrban) [5.7]: I move—
That there te laid on the Table of the
House a return in reference to the pipes
supplied by Monteath Bros., Subiaco,
showing the prices for pig iron each
month since December, 1814—(a) allowed
in account with Monteath Bros.; (b)
"paid to Stores Branch by State Implement
Works; (e¢) paid by Commissioner for
Railways.
Tt is not my intenfion to deal with this
matter in any detail. I have deemed it my
duty in the interests of hon. members to ask
that this return be laid upon the Table of
the House.

Question rassed.

RILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILIL—WFSTERN AUSTRALIAN
DAY FUNDS (No. 2).
Third reading.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colehateh—East) [3.177: I mave—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East [5.11]:
Y regret I was absent from the House when
¢his Bill was being considered on the second
reading and thus had not an oppertunity of
saying two or three things in regard to it
which T desired to say. I koow that this is
not the proper time, but there are two fea-
tures of the Bill to whieh I wish to take
the opportunity of referring. The first is
that the Bill passes over a most important
fealure. Hon. members will know that the
Western Australian Day Fund was starfed
as an aet of benevolence. Nearly every
donor to the fund was under the impression
that the money wounld go to aid our wounded
soldiers, and on lhe strength of that belief
an enormous amount of money was collected
for the fund. Soon after these collections
were completed the commitiee gave notice
to the public of their intention to hand
over the fund to the Western Austra-
lian divisional committee of the British Red
Cross. That was a very important step. The
local contribntors had subseribed under the
idea that donors were helping wounded sol-

‘diers. This Bill does not attempt to confirm

the action of the committice in placing
the fund at the disposal of fhe British
Red Cross. The first step in this Bill should
have been to confirm or disallow that aec-
tion. I recognise that the action has now
to be confirmed; but it has not been con-
firmed in this Bill, and instead of the Bill
preventing disputes and litigation in the fu-
ture it will probatly have a contrary effect.
That is lhe main aspect upon which I wish
to touch. The Bill in my opinion makes an-
other mistake in assoming that the reference
to the Supreme Court, which was necesary
hefore confirmation of the transfer to the
Red Cross Society, will remain a neces-
sary part of the machinery of the Bill.
But it is not so. As T have said, the monev
was subseribed from motives of henevolence
for distribution amongst wounded soldiers
in Australia, The Red Cross Society has
heen given rortion of the funds to be
distrihuted hevond the boundaries of Ane-
tralia. Tf they werc Red Cross funds.
it wovld be perfectlv justified in doing
so without anv reference whatever to
the conrt, But the reference was re-
quired to he made to our Supreme Court to
authorizse the persons holding thia monev
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to pay over the sum of £15,000 tor expendi-
ture by the liritish Red Cross beyond the
boundaries of Ausiralia; and this Bill pro-
ceeds upon the supposition that similar re-
ferences are required to cover any distribu-
tions beyond Australia m the future. I
will quote from the Bill—

Provided that nothing herein contsined
shall restriel the distribution of sue¢h por-
tions of the said funds as may by the
authority of the Supreme Court be dis-
tribuled amongst military hospitals  in
‘England, Egypt, Malta, and elsewhere.

Onece the fund is recognised as Red Cross
money, it is perfectly legal for it to go
to thexe outside objects. As a matter of
fact, it would not be legal for it to be
spent loecally for returned soldiers. That
is not contemplated in Red Cross expendi-
ture. Now, the amazing part of it is that
the Bill neglects to do the things it ought
to have done, and performs a work of
superevogation and in suech a way as may
involve reference to the Supreme Court, T
am sorry to have to eriticise the Bill in thig
way, but from my peint of view, instead
of clearing up confusion, it makes confu-
sion worse e¢onfounded and opens the door
to litigation. Happily, men are not inelined
to make trouble over patriotic funds. This
is the only safeguard for this Bill. Ig¢
fails to do what it is intended that it should
do. It requires to make legal the handing
over of this money to the British Red Cross,
hut it does not do so. I do not say that
the money should have been handed over to
the British Red Cross and I, as & small
contributor, am not going to raise that
poini. The fund has been handed over to
the British Red Cross—-
Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: How much?
Hon, J. F. CCLLEN: The whole of it.
Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Nonsense.
Hon., J. F. CULLEN: Yes. The West-
ern Australian Divisional Committee of the
British Red Cross now holds the money.

The portion anthorised by the ecourt
to he spent by the Red Cross
was money which the British Red

Cross had the rtight to spend. If the
money belonged to the British Ked Cross
they did not need any order rfrom the Su-
preme Court, and the very fact that the
Government caused the matter to be re-
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ferred to the Supreme Court meant that
the Government were in doubt about the
vight of handing it over to the Brit-
ish RHed  Cross. One  would naturally
assume that this Bill would confirm the ae-
tion of handing over the money to the Red
Cross, but it does not do so.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I am talking
about the War Council. They are taking
authority to hand it over fo the War Coun-
eil,

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: 1t has not been
handed over to the War Council and there
is no anthority to do so.

Hon, Sir E. H. Witienoom: Pardon me.
1f the hon. member will read Clause 2 he
will find it 15 there.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: C(lause 2 says—

It shall be lawful for the Divisional
Committee of the Western Australian
Division of the Australian Branch of the
British Red Cross Society to expend the
funds raised in the said State by the
movement known as ‘‘The Western Aus-
trallan Day for the Siek and Wounded.
Hon. Sir E. TI. Wittenoom: Read the

next paragraph.

"Hon. J. F. CULLEN:
on-—

It shall also be lawful for the said
Divisional Committee, in its diserction,
from time to time out of the said funds
to pay monecys to the War Council of
Western Australia to be expended hy
sach Coupeil.

That is of conrse right. This Bill goes fur-
ther and provides for a reference to the
Supreme Court to do what this Divisional
Committee, as representing the Australian
FBranch of the British Red Cross, would be
perfeelly justified in doing. The Bill has
failed in its intention in my opinion, but
fortunately there is this safeguard, that only
some wiscreant lhere or there might be in-
clined to raise trouble over benevolent funds;
but insofar as this Bill is iniended to pre-
vent action on the part of such individuals
it has failed. I do not ask a re-construe-
tion of the Bill at this stage. If the Gov-
ernment are satisfied, they are the people
responsible.

Question put and passed.

Bill read an third time and passed.

The Clause goes



U4

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [5.20] in moving
thie second reading said: In submitting this
till for the approval of hon. members 1
desire hriefly to state the ecircumstances
which have rendered it necessary. It will
be remembered that the Commonwealth Gov-
erament combined with the Government of
the wheat exporting States to market the
harvest of the 1915-16 season. The Com-
monwealth Government had the necessary
power to do this under War Precautions
legislation, but the individual States con-
cerned had not the necessary legal authority.
Jn Western Australia, the Government acted
without legislative authority and this Bill
is intended to cover Lhat defect, to give sane-
tion to what has already been done, in addi-
tion to making provision for future action.
New Sonth Wales and South Australia had
indirect authority under war legislation,
whilst Victoria had a special Act passed
dealing with the matter of the marketing
of wheat. It has been considered advisable,
and has, I understand, been recommended by
the Federal authorities, that uniform legis-
lation so far as practicable, in view of the
“different conditions existing in the different
Slates, should be passed, based largely on
the lines of that in the Victorian legisiation.
This Bill has been framed on the basis of
the Victorian Aet with such alterations as
have been deemed desirable to suit local re-
quirements. 1 do not think it is necessary
for me to dwell on the question of the neces-
sitv for a national seheme for handling the
harvest at the present time. That neeessity
arose out of the great shortage of freight,
something like half of the world’s shipping
having been either destroyed or engaged fo:
war purposes, which necessarily made a ver)
acute shortage of freight. The object of
the scheme geunerally was fo secure to the
wheat growers an equal opportunity for each
individual in the marketing of his harvest.
and alse to endeavour as far as possible
to give each grower London parity for his
wheat. Tt was also designed to give to tho
farmer what he could not otherwise have
secured, that is, an immediate cash payment
for his wheat. Faniling some scheme of the
kind it might have been extremely difficull
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for the farmer to secure an immediate cash
payment, hecanse of the diffieulty in export-
ing wheat. The scheme came into operation
on the first December, 1915. Its manage-
ment is vested in an Interstate board in Mel

bourne, known as the Australian Wheat
Board, a London Beard, and State Advis
ory Committees. The Australian Wheat
Board is eomprised of the Prime Minister
(Mr. Hughes), the Ministers for Agrieul-
ture of Vietoria, New South Wales, anc
South Australia, and the Minister for In.
dusiries in Western Austratia, The functiops
of this Australian Wheat Board are to con-
trol shipping and marketing of wheat, tc
fix the price of wheat for local consumption

and to generally finance the scheme. This
beard had the assistonee of an advisory com-
miftee consisting of representatives of
Messrs. John Darling & Co., James Bell &
Co., and Dalgety & Co., all well known wheat
dealing firms. The London Board consists
of the Commonwealth High Commissioner -
and the Agents General of the four wheat
producing  Siates affected, namely, New
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and
Western Australia.  Its functions are to
deal with the overseas realisation of the
wheat exported, and its selling agents are
Messrs, James Bell, John Darling, and Dal-
gety. The Western Australian local commit-
tee, known as the State Wheat Marketing
Committee, acts as an advisory committeo
to the Minister. The personnel of this ad-
visory board, whose members serve in an
honorary capaecity, are Messrs. Sutton, thc
State Wheat Commissioner, Mr. Deane Ham.
mond, the loeal manager of Elder, Shenton
& Co., and a representative of Messrs.
George Wills & Co. The funetions of tha
local commiitee are to seecure wheat, ship
it, and effect local sales. The acquiring
agents and shippers are Messrs. Dreyfus
& Co., Yohn Darling, Dalgety, and the Wes-
tralian Farmers’ Ltd., whilst the loeal millers
are also aequiring agents for the wheat re-
ruired for milling purposes. The local agenex
agreements, running until 30th September,
1916, have been continued by the Minister
fo the 30th January, 1917, io enable the
wheat on hand to be shipped. Some modi-
fication of the terms of these agreements will
be made, but these have not yet heen derided
upon, and in some particulars will be snb-
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mitted to arbitrarion. The shipper acyuiring
agent has to guarantee ihe oul-turn of the
wheat at the port of discharge of equivalent
value to that shown in the certificate that he
hands 1o ihe farmer, and he is under a bond
of £20,000 to make good his certificates.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Up to the 30th e
temher?

The COLONIAL SE(RETARY: Up :o
the 301k September, and this is being con-
finued to the 30th June, 1917. As I have
stated, some modification of the agrcement
will he required, because of the extra periol!
that he is expected to carry the wheat,
though the terms of the modification, if they
camob ofherwise be agreed upon, will be
submitted to arbitration.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Are the honds
extended to June, 1M77

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : To June,
1917, beeause of the diffienlly of getting the
wheat away. The original idea of the Fed-
eral Government was that the whole of the
wheat eould he got away by the end of Sep-
tember of this vear. WNow, I think it is ap-
pareat that the whole of the 1915-16 harvest
will not he mot away very much before the
d0th June, 17

Tion. Bir K, TI. Wittenoom: 1 understand
the bonds of the agents have been extended
to June, 1917.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
the secheme is heing extended. Their remun-
aralion iz, for aequiring wheal at the siding
and shipping 3., for acquiring direet at the
porl of shipment 1%d.. and when received
at the siding and disposed of locally 134l
This commission is payable to the extent of
1%4d. when a eertificate is issued, and the
halanee of 1%%d. when the wheat is shippel.
The miller acquiring arents, that is, millers
who purchase wheat for turning into Mour
and for local consumption, are under a bon
of £500 and a £1,000, according to the size
of the mill.  The lower hond is regulated
by the fact that they buy a smaller quantity
of wheat than the shipping acquiring agent
buys. The miller’s remuneration for acquir-
ing wheat that is afterwards consigned to
the shipping agent by order of the
Minister is 1%d., the same as a shipping
acquiring agent onder similar eirenm-
stanees. For acquiring wheat for his own
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willing purpose, the miller rceeives no pay-
ment at all, bit he pays for wheat obtained
direci from the farmer's wagon a preminm
of 151, The farmer was entitled in the first
insiance to an advance of 3=. per bushel f.o.b.
for f.a.q. wheat, the certificate issued entit-
ling him also to receive any interim dividend,
and to participate in the final distribution on
the terminatior’ of the pool. The second ad-
vance of 6d. per bashel was poid duaring lasg
month, making a total of 3s, 6¢. f.o.b. In
Western Anstralia, approximately an addi-
tional 4d. (o this advance has been paid by
the State Government, who made special
financinl  arrangements for that payment,
were enabled te hring that about, so  that
practically, in- ithis Stale, the growers have
received what is equal {o 3s. 10d. f.o.b. as
againsy 3s. G, received in the other States,
This arrangement was made in the first in-
stunce by the preceding’ Government, who
said that they would deduet from the 3s'
only the railway freights, leaving the agency
cltarges to he met subsequently out of the
pool.  That arrangement was carried out so
far as the first 35, was concerned ; then, when
the subsequent 6d. eame along it was repre.
senicd Iy the authorities governing the
wheat peol generally that it was nof fair
that the Western Australian farmer should
have an advantage as compared with the
farmers of the Bastern Stales. It was
poinled out by the Govermmnent that the posi-
iton of the farmers here was far nore seri-
ous than that of the farmers of the Eastern
Siates, becansé, generally speaking, there
was a greater namber of new farmers who
had not hal time to ‘establish themselves or
to prepare for an emergency of this kind:
Finaliy, permission was given for the pay-
ment of the extra advance to be made if the
State Government were prepared to guaran-
lce il and also to find the money for the.pur-
pose. That was done and the advance was
made.” Roughly, the payment of 3s. 10d.
f.o.b. means the value of the wheat at sidings
at 3¢, 2d., average railage 334d., cxcess port
iandling charges 4d., port handling charge
1d., commission for the acquiring agent 3d,;
making a total of 3s. 10d. Of eopurse, for in-
ferior wheat, pioched and the
lower price of 1s. 6d. a bushel has been
So far as wheat at present stacked

rust,

paid.
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in the country is coneerned, generally
speaking it is understoed from the reports
of eaperts who have visited these stacks
that 1hey are in very fair condition, par-
tieularly in view of the length of time they
have been there. 1In some cases inexperi-
ence on the part of sub-agents has resulted
in defective staeking., but this is a matter
in regard to which it is hoped an improve-
menl will be made so far as next harvest
is concerned. 'The experience of the past
year will, doubtless, lead to better methods
in the future, but this bad stacking is not
general, It applies only teo a limited num-
her of cases and, generally speaking, those
who have inspected the stacks on behalt
of the Government are fairly well satisfied
with their condition.

Member: Did Lhe agents pay for the

had stacking.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : In some
eases the agreement east the responsibility
on the agents but in eases where bad stack-
ing ean be demonstrated, there is no doubt
that the agent will have to pay. At Albany
where there are something like 50,000
bags the wheat is safely housed in well
appointed stores. At Bunbury the stacks
are particularly well built and are opening
up well.  There are }90,000 bags stacked
there. At Geraldton most of the wheai
suitable for shipment abroad has already
becn cleared. At Fremanile there are
traces of weevil but the stacks generally
are opening up well. The total stacked
there at the present time is 1143 million
bags.

Ton. Sir E. H. Wilttenocom: Has any
damage been done by mice?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
has been a certain amount of damage done
by mice but not nearly as much as was ai
one time feared was the ease.  The wheat
on hand at the present time amounts to
7,821,000 bushels, of which 4,409,850 bushels
15 at poris, 2,650,950 is at country sidings,
and 670,200 at the mills. There has been
shipped 4,566,950 bushels and 2% million
bushels have been sold locally for milling
purroses, making a total disposed of of
7.163.000 bushels, or nearly balf of the
total harvest. That was somewhere in the
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neighbonrhood  of 13 million  bushels.
Noubtless two or three million bushels were
kepl back for seed and other purposes and
sold independently of the pool. The value
of the wheat certificates issued amounted
to £2,247279 and {he second advance of
Gd. represented £374,601, so that up to the
present time the farmers in this State have
had an advance from the pool of £2,621,880.
The total eash receipls for wheat sold
amount to £1,727,794, 1E the charges for
these are added it will be found that an
amount of £1,144.000 is still outstanding.
So far as the Australian wheat pool, cover-
tng the four States, is concerned, the total
wheat aequired was 161,000,000 bushels,
easily a record for Australia. The quantity
shipped and disposed of to date has been
65,325,000 bushels and the wheat on hand
lolals 96,411,000 bushels. These figures are
of some inlerest as indicating that Western
Australia has not been badly trealed in the
malter of shipments. In Western Australia
practically half the wheat has been disposed
of, which suggests that we have our full
share of tonnage in the past. The advances
involved for the Commonwealth amount to
£25,416,000. The amount so far realised for
sales made by the pool has been £16,532,000.
leaving a balance owing against the erop
of £11,834,000. Tn addition to this, half a
million fons has been purchased hy the Im-
perial Government, who have undertaken to
send ships out to take the wheat away. The
value of that wheat will be something like
four millions sterling, which will redues thoe
overdraft against the pool {o beiween seven
millions and eighl millions sterling.

Member: Is there any specified time for
lifting that wheat?

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: I do
not think so, but they are beginning fo feel
the need of wheat.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: Has the price been
diselosed ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T du
not think so, but 1 think it will realise abowt
four millions sterling. In order fo place the
whole Lhing on a sound basis, we shall re-
quire to realise 25, 5%d. per bushel
for the remaining wheat. The pur-
chase of half a million tons by the Im-
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perial Government is uvoderstood to have
netted the pool 4s. a bushel, so that a still
further reduction ean be made from that 2s.
5%ad. per bushel which is required to square
up the pool. 1t may, therefore, be said with
eonfidence that the pool is 1n a sound posi-
tion financially, and that neither the Com-
monwealth nor the State Government is
likely to lose a penny. As to the subsequent
dividend that will be ohtained, a good deal
will deprend upon the amount that proves
to be fost in the stacks through the long
detention of the wheat, and a great deal
also will depend upon the price reatised
for the remainder of the last harvest. So
far as the future is eoncerned, there is good
reason to suppose that the price will be
highly satisfactory. The price, we learn.
is going up steadily because of the shortage
in America, and there should be anothe:
dividend for the grower, and it is important
to remember that, so far as loss through
detention in stacks is concerned, any loss
tliat may take place m the other States will
not fall upon the farmer here, any more than
{he loss here will fall upon the farmer in
the other States. We may take it that the
loss will not be any greater than is inevit-
ahle as the result of holding wheat for such
a long period. This Bill not only anthorises
the arrangements made for the previous
harvest, but gives power to enter into similar
arrangements for the futare harvest. Seo
far as the future harvest is concerned, I
think it may reasonably he expected that
in Western Australia it will not be very
weh less than that of the 1915-16 harvest.
There is a lesser area sown in most districts
but, speaking with the knowledge that there
are other members more competent than ]
am to express an opinion, I think T can say
that in a great majority of districts fhe
average per acre will be higher than thal
ot last year. Therefore, it is possible thal
the total harvest. if it does not reach the
recerd of the 1915-16 season, will closely
approach it. The future of the pool manage.
ment will, (o a large extent. be determinec
by the result of the conference which eom-
mences its sittines in AMelbourne either fo-
morrow or on Thursday, and to attend which
the Mimster for Indnstries, who is in
charge of the pool so far as this State ic
concerned, has proeeeded to Melbourne.
There is only one contentions elause in
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the Bill, and it is the clause whiech has no
reference to the real subject of the measure.
Hon. members will agree that the attitude
| intend to take up in regard to that clause
is the proper one. 1 am not going to sav
anything about il at this stage, for the
simple reason that, after the Bill was passed
in another place, it was decided to refer
the particular clavse fo a select commitiee.
I do not know whether that is a usual course
to follow, but it has been taken. It is highly
desirable that the Bill should he passed with-
out unnecessary delay. At the same time I
have no intention of asking the House to deal
with the Committee stage until the select
committee have completed their inquiries;
when we receive their report and recom-
mendations we c¢an proeceed with the Com-
mittee stage. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Clause 7 of
the Bill seems to be very much involved,

Hon, W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[545): 1t may strike hon, members ag
strange that I, representing a metropolitan
constituency, should have anything whatever
to say on the Bill; but it must be remembered
that I have among my constituents those
who are known as St. George's-terrace far-
metrs. The name was applied to them in
the first place as a term of reproach and
ridicule; but, in dealing with this question,
the knowledge they have somewhal pain-
fully acquired of farming is baeked up by
an additional knowledge of business which
they, ns city dwellers, undoubtedly have,
and which is extremely useful io them in
eonsidering the provisions of the Bill. Many
of them have put their money into farming;
some of them have lost it, some can see it
in the far distance, though without any
evidence of its coming back their way, while
others among them are doing very well, As
1 say, in addition to their experience of
farming, they have undoubltedly a know-
ledge of business which some of the farmers
who live on the land are wilhout. 1 do not
know that the farming community as a
whole has been altogether pleased with the
management of the wheat pool. 1 am led
to believe it is not so. At all events, they
are inclined to cavil at the ecirecumstance
that they have not been adequately consulted
about the provisions which have been made.
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and that they are not represented on the
advisory board, while it is further said that.
even if they were so represented, that advis-
ory board has absolutely no power whatever.
I have been furnished with eertain statements
in regard to the Bill by a number of my
farming constituents. The eontenlions there-
in coniained are such as to indieate that this
Chamber or any Chamber would he very
unwise lo pass the Bill in ils entirety with-
out sufficient inquiry. The leader of the
House is not quite right when he says that
the only contentions e¢lause is that relating
to the millers. There are other clauses which
will stand looking into, and I understand
that the millers, who have been very buosy
in enlisting the sympathies of hon, membhers
are the Jast who lave cause to complain of
the operations of the wheat board.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Wrong.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No, quite right.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Tast month
there sat in Melbourne an Australian gath-
ering of representalives of the farming in-
dustry of Australia, and I have yet to learn
that the eonclusions those representatives
came to, and which were embodied and
voicétl at a deputation which waited on the
Prime AMinister and alse on Mr. Hagelthorne

- —who has taken a leading part in the pool-
ing of the wheat—thal the representalions
they made had any effect on the legislation
sinee produced in Victoria, or which is now
being produced here. Let me briefly mention
a few points which these gentlemen objeet
to in the Bill. In the first place they say
ihat the system which it is sought to per-
petuate by this measure is not satisfactory
to them, js a system which might with ad-
vantage be altered on the lines indicated in
the information they have given to me, I
have already said they bitterly complain
that a farmers’ representative has not yet
been included in the eomposition of the ad-
visory board.

The Colenial Secretary: They have a re-
presentative on the hosrd.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Well, I am glad
to hear that, and I will be glad if the Min-
ister will reply fo each of the points as I
make {hem. Secondly, they say that no
politieal appointment should be allowed,
{hat it there is to be a representative on the
advisory board it should be seftled by what
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can easily obfain, namely, a syslem of ballot
among the vendors of last year’s harvest.
That is a practicable and inexpensive metbod
of settling the question, The representative
should be thoroughly representative, and, as
1 understand, it is an honorary hoard, there
is not likely to be a wild rush of applicants.

Hon. J. I, Culien: 1t is not honorary.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I understand
that it is. Subelawse 2 of Clause 5 provides
as follows—

All acts and proceedings heretofore
done and taken by the Government of the
State of Western Australia or the Premier
or other responsible Minister of the said
State in the premises are hereby ratified,

That is a very big thing indeed to agsk. Of
course we know all these things have been
done with the best intenfions, but some of
the farming community maintain that, recog-
nising those best intentions, the best results
have not been obtained,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: “Condoned” shonld
have been (he word, instead of “ratified.” -

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: “Condoned” has
an unpleasant significance, which, no doubt,
the hon. member fully appreciates. In Clause
7 the agency ngreements are ratified and
confirmed, apparently on the basis which
obtained last year. T understand that an
agreement was made with the agents, where-
hy those agents should accept the responsi-
bility of ageney up to the 30th September
last, after which a modilication might be
made. We have in the Bill the agreement
entered into between the Minisler and the
agents, but not the modifications which were
made for the suncceeding period.

The Colonial Seeretary: They are not
complete yet.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: I understood
they were. These agents have apparently
done fairly well out of the work, because I
am informed that £124,991 has been paid to
them as ageney fees.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: How much .
did they put up as a guaranlee??

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Seme £20,000.

The Colonial Secretary: The agreement
cannot be completed until after the confer-
ence in Melbourne.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: That will be
leld between the Prime Minister and the
olher gentlemen whom you mentioned, with
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Mr. Mitchell as representative of Western
Australia.  Mr, Mitchell has gone away,
having no doubt consulted the wishes of the
farming community of Western Australia
in this eonneclion.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: 1 am glad to
elicit these points, if only to show hon. mem-
bers that Clause 7 is not the only clause
worth inquiring into, and to suggest that
perhaps a little more lime might be given to
the consideration of the Bill. T understand
that when the Bill was first brought dowa in
another place a desire was evineod to have
it pat through all stages as quickly as pos-
sible, so that it might he tinally fixed up
before last Saturday. Obvionsly s=neh a
course was unnecessary, becausc onr repre-
sentative in thig conference would not reach
Melbourne until Thursday next, and I pre-
sume the conference will last for several
days. Anyhow, T fail to see that the Bill has
very much to do with the contergnce.

The Colonial Secretary: There is no oe-
easion to horry.

Hen. W. KINGSMILL: 1 am glad to
hear that, for I am fast coming to the con-
clusion that not merely Clauwse 7 should he
referred to a select commitlee, but that the
whole Bill shonld be so treated.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: No.

Hon. W. KRINGSMILL: With all due re-
spect to my hon. friend’s very lengthy ex-
perience of Parliament, I am not prepared
to aecept his verdiet on this partienalr ocea-
sion. Clause 9 provides thai the contraets
are not assignable, and that the certificates
are not negofiable instruments. That was,
perhaps, a wise provision, in that when the
arrangement was first made the certificate
issned was supposed to be of a more tem-
porary nature than has proved to be the
case. But now that we find the operations
of the Bill are extending from one harvest
into another, and when we find that the men
who hold the certificates are desirous of using
them for the purpose of finaneing, it is ob-
vious that this clause should not find a place
in the Bill. T understand that some farmers
desired that the certificates should not be
negotiable in order to prevent trafficking in
them; but it seems to me that one might just
as well attempt to prevent trafficking in
pound notes, In many cases the certificates
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are all that the farmer has to meet the world
with. It is provided that the eertificate shall
continue to be not negotiable until the Min-
ister—why the Minister should be dragged
in [ really do not know—has given his con-
sent in writing. Undoubtedly this clause is
open to some question. Clause 14 deals with
the protection of the Government’s property
in wheat. It will have one or two effects
which I think were not contemplated, It
reads as follows—

The property in all wheat in the pos-
session of agents, including wheat appro-
priated to the purposes of Clause 10 of
agreemenis wade in the form in the second
schedule and in the products of such wheat
shall continuc in the Crown until supplies
are taken by the agenl and paid for as in
the said Clause 10 provided.

This clause has another effect: The miller,
under his agreement, stacks wheat at his
mill.  Until he buys for his requirements all
products of this beleng to the Government.
This will mean that the miller need not make
payment for wheat held by him until be
has actoally milled it.

The Colomal Seeretary: That was the con-
tract under his agreement.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: 1 am informed
not, and 1 am told that the outery raised by
the wmillers in conneetion with the Bill is very
much misplaced.

The Colonial Secretary: He has to pay for
his wheat.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: No, the clause
says “lhe property in all wheat

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The wheat has to be
puid for.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: Yes, but he has
not to pay for it until be mills it. That, I
think, justifies an inguiry inte the eirenm-
stances, and justifies me in saying that the
millers have heen very generously treated in
the Bill. T have not much more to say about
this Bill, except to express my relief at hav-
ing learnt that the leader of the House does
not intend to unduly hurry the measure.
With the experience which is available in this
(hamber the measure, if not unduly hurried,
will be thoroughly threshed out, and a @nod
working agreement arrived at to seftle the
nuestion. To me i seems that the matier has
heen the subject of one of those charitable
impulses to which Mr. Cullen has alluded in
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another eonnection; and therefore the provi-
sions of the Bill have not, perhaps, received
from the Government so much eonsideration
as they merited, It is another case of good
intentions, and I trust we shall not proeeed
along the road which good intentions are
asserted to pave. I earnestly hope that the
Bill, after having been referred to a select
commilfee, will meet with the approval of
the farming community and also of the peo-
ple generally for whose benefit it has been
introduced. '

On motion by Hou., C. F. Baxter debate
adjourned.

MOTION—SALE OF LIQUOR REGU-
LATION ACT, TO CONTINUE.

Debate resumed from the 31st October on
the motion by the Colonial Secretary, “That
the Sale of Liquor Regulation Act, 1915,
shall continte in operation for the farther
period of twelve ealendar months, from the
31st Deceruber, 1916, that is to say, until the
J1st December, 1917.7

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subuar-
ban) (6.2]: I support the Colodial Secre-
tary’s moticn, as 1 consider the measure to
which it relates is one of the most effective
war measures that have been passed by this
or any other Parliament. Looking around
the city of Perth one ecannot fail to realise
the many advantages which bave acerued
{rom legislation of this character. There is
no doubt that wmuech has been gained, that
savings have been effeeted, and that temper-
ance reform has received an impetus, thanks
to this Aet. When first it was suggested, in
1914, that the hours for the sale of intoxi-
cating liquor might be reduced to 12, from
9 a.m. to 9 p.au,, it created some surprise in
this Chamber., Right here I wish to point
out that the seandalous action of some hooli-
gans in the eily of Perth last Friday week
can in no way be altributed to the provisions
of the 9 to 9 Aet. According to the reporis
ot (his disgraceful episode, the whole of the
participants appeared to be perfectly sober,
and in no way under the influence of liguor.
Therefare it cannot he said by the most ar-
dent advocale of temperance reform, or so-
called temperance reform, that the fact of
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the hotels being allowed to remain open till
9 p.m. was at all responsible for the actiona
in question. As one who has taken a keen
inlerest in the 9 to 9 movement, and as one
who first introduced the 9 to 9 proposal in
this Chamber, I take more than an ordinary
interest in the subject. Realising that we
have in our midst men who are supposed to
be stannch advocates of temperance reform,
but who lend themselves te putting into print
statements of an utterly dirty charaecter,
one cannot but feel a ceriain degree of irri-
tation. I refer to statements made by one
of the so-called temperance advocates in a
paper of which he purports to be the edi-
tor, The Reformer, which I believe to be a
temperance paper. The journal reaches me
from time to time, but I do not read it
Like, I suppose, other hon. members, I con-
sign it to its proper place, the wastepaper
basket. Therefore the fact of roy becoming
aware of a certain paragraph in its Sep-
tember issue is not due to the faet of my
having received a copy. However, I con-
sider it not out of place to read the para-
graph in question, which deals with the sub-
ject of a deputation that waited on the
Premier when the questior® of hotels closing
at 6 p.m. was under discussion—

Quite an array of names as the repre-
sentatives of liquor organisations were
present to show caunse why the Premier,
as the leader of the Government and the
servant of the people, should disregard
the wishes of the electors who desire to
be consulted as to the trading hours of
hotels. Mr, R. 8. Haynes, K.C., was
there to say the barley growers would
be injured if the requests of the electors
in the above respeet were granted. When
not engaged in growing barley for
brewers, the eminent King's Counsel seems
to make a decent amount by defending or
prosecuting, among others, a number of
people who have tried the stuff made from
some of the barley.

So far, so good. But the paragraph does
nol stop there. It continues—

No mention is made in the list we bave
read of the gentleman who, during the
parliamentary session, helps to make laws
for Christians, and In the period when
the House retires from its labours make:
a living by selling corks to brewers.
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A cheap advertisement. The paragraph con-
ehides—
Ile was probably there. Be this as i
may, we are satisfied that when the rights
of the people are being discussed in the
“Upper House” he will be on hand o sed
that the brewers get fair play.

I am indeed sorry rhat the writer of the
paragraph is not in the gallery. 1 moved
the adjournment of the debate, hoping that
e would accept it as an intimation thai
something worth his listening to was aboui
io be uttered. However, I shall have to
proceed with my eulogy of the gentieman
in his absence. True it is that when Parlia-
ment is in session it is my privilege to help
to make laws Tor- Christians. 1t is also my
privilege, when necessity arises, to help to
make laws to deal with parasites, to help
to jlace on the staluie-hooks Aets hmiting
the boundaries within which swine may be
kept. I do not wish o infer that the writer
of the paragraph is either a parasite or a
swine, but T did feel some more than ordin-
ary interest in this piece of his writing.
That being so, 1 took upon myself to search
out what the individual is who has written
these lines. There is only one book to which
I could resort for information. Tt was the
Book of books, the Book upon which all
laws are founded. In the early pages of
that volume 1 discovered a man by the namc
of Fsau, an Ishmaelite, a man whose hand
was agiinst every one, and every one’s hand
against him.  Not heing quite satisfied that
this deseriplion filled the bill, T searched
further, and later I found referemce to one
Ananias, Ananias is well known to every
thinking person, and 1 suppose I should be
Justified in saving that fhe name of Ananias
has been taught to most of the children ir
the fourth standard of the State schools.
Ananias is universally acknowledged to be
the king of liars. Therefore T find that the
man who penned these lines is a hybrid, a
¢rngs between an Tshmaelite and an Ananias,

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the hon.
member will get to the Sale of Liguor Bill.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T am trying to show
the depth (o which some people who pose
as temperance reformers will stoop in en-
deavouring to spread the poison which per-
meafes their own minds. An article such as
this is warthy of the scathing remarks whiel
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1 have applied to it, and whieh show
that 1 am bearlily in sympathy with
the motion before the House proposing
to extend the operation of the 9 to 9 regu-
lation for another 12 months. I am satis-
fied that the measure in question is the best
in foree in the Commonwealth to-day. We
need only look to South Australia to see the
effect of eurfew legislation, which has been
in operation in that State since March last.
The South Australians, instead of gaining
what they hoped by the closing of hotels at
gix o'clock, have done an incalculable amount
of harm by forcing people to consume liquor
in their own homes, and under the eyes of
their children. I make this statement, fully
assyrer that it is beyond eontradiction. - The
~ale of liquor in South Australia has in-
creased very considerably since six o’clock
closing eame into foree, as compared with
the sale when the hotels shut their doors at
a later hour. This is borne out by the fact
that one of the largest breweries in South
Austealia has increased its sale of hottled
heer by something ltke 50 per cent. What
this one brewery has pained, the others must
also have shared in. Indeed that deduction
is supported by the excise returns furnished
by ihe hreweries. T have experienced much
pleasure in ventilaling the feeling which I
have penl up Eor some time on this question,
and | have also much pleasure in supporting
the motion hefore the House.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.am.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES (North) [7.30]:
1 desire lo say only a few words in connec-
tion with this motion and shall not detain
the House long on the subjeet. In my
opirion the @ to 9 clause has worked very
satisfactorily. Of course 1 recognise that
it is mervely a war emergency measure, but
it has given such good results that I think
it is likely to become permanent. Certainly
the country will never go back to anything
after 9 o’clock closing, even though we do
not agree to further curtail the hours for
the sale of liquor. T think Mr. Duffell might
have been fair when he poinied out that
under 9 io 9 the consumption of bottled beer
had gone up very considerably. That may
have been. and was no doubt due fo the faet
that the bulk beer consumed in hotels has
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been reduced Lo a far greater extent than
the inerease in the sale of bottled beer.
When telling the House that under 9 to 9
the econsumption of bottled beer had goue up,
it was only fair that he should have told the
House that the consumption of bulk beer
had been reduced to a far greater extent.
My principal object in speaking is to urge
upon the Government to administer special
legislation in this matter, Parliament has
passed special legislation empowering the
Government to close hotels at any time
under certain eircumsiances. 1 blame the
l.abour (Government heeause it did not give
effect to that special lerislaiion, and this
being a purely non-party IHouse 1 now
blame fhe Wilsen Gevernment and urge
upon the Colonial Secretary the necessity
for laking some aclion in connection wilh
the closing of hoiels when disgraceful scenes
oceur, as they have done in the past. 1 claim
it fo be the clear duty of the Government to
close hotels when a transport anchors in
Fremantle and men are liberated in hun-
dreds.  In the earlier days of the war we
had some disgraceful scenes, but I had
thought the difficulty had been got over by
the military authorities hy not allowing men
to land from transports. When these men
come ashore they are supplied hv the hotel-
keepers. T have myself seen them supplied
in the presence of the police. T have seen
men full of heer go into hotels and be served.
And in my opinion the only way to deal with
that diffieulty is to close up hotels when a
transport arrives.

Member: What about dealing with the
policeman?

tlon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 presume the
policeman could also be dealt with; bhut the
prineipal culprit in this case is I think the
publican, for supplving, or allowing to be
supplied, liquor to soldiers who are not in
a fit condition to carry any more. It would
not be fair to victimise the policemen; we
should punish the publiean—if he will not
properly conduet his hotel he should be made
to face the consequences. There was a Bill
introduced to Parliament providing for a
referendum on the subject of the reduetion
of hours for the sale of liquor. I am glad
that anntker )Hace has deall with that matter
as it should be dealt with. We have had
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enough of referenda, whether on the liguor
or any other question. As representatives
of the pecple we should deal with public
questions here and nol atlempt to shift our
responsibility on to hysterical women and
narrow-minded parsons. Had the Referen-
dum Bill been introduced a month earlier
and come up to this House I feel certain it
would have been thrown out. Xven the
Lower House seems to have had enough of
referenda, ‘'he Referendum Bill having
failed, and there being very little possibility
of reducing the present hours of 9 to 9,
there is one thing Iarfiament might do, and
L hope the House will bave an vpportunity
shortly of legislating on the question of
anti-shhouting. 1 am convineed that the Y
to O scheme has worked well, and while 1
admit that il is not possible by Act of Par-
liament to prevent men from getting drink
if they want it, we can do much to lessen the
evils of drink by an anti-shouting measure
and thus prevent the vouth and young men
of 1o-day acquiring the malicious drink
habit. 1 hope to introduce a Bill in a few
days making provision to prevenf one man
from supplying another with drink. I have
no more to say except to express my opinion
‘hat the 9 to 9 clause has worked remarkably
well. T desire at this stage just o draw
atleniion to another matter. In Fremantle
one may often see young men in hotels, not
drunkards, men of between 15 and 20 years
of age, who zet together and they shout fur
one another, and before they know where
tliey are. thev are the worse for liguor. 1
think it is the rduly of the Ciovernment to
protect these people from themselves.

Hon. 1. E. DODD (South) [740]: 1
would like to say that T am sorry indeed
that the Government has not seen fit to take
steps to take a referendum on this question
in this State outside the goldfields area. 1
am not altogether in accord with what Mr.
Tmifell has said, despite the fact of the re-
cent referendum.  The Government should
eertainly give the people in these portions of
the Stale where a referendum has not been
taken an opportunity of expressing their
views on this question. T agree with what
the Colonial Secretary said when speaking
on the Anti-betting Bill. He said then that
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at a time like ihis when we should place all
vur resources at the disposal of the Empire,
we cannot folerate such a thing in our midst
as unrestricted gambling. That applies also
to the liguor question. Notwithstand-
ing what Mr. Duffell bas said regard-
ing  South Australia, | am not pre-
pared to admit the accuracy of his
statement. 1 think the statistics will prove
him 1o be wrong. Had il not been for the
restiiclion Llaced on the sale of liquor in
ke United Kingdom, T am cerlain as [ am
standiny here that the British Government
would never have been able to make the effort
they have made in cunnection with the war,
t thoronghly concur in the remarks of ihe
(‘olenial Secretary when he says that we must
endeavour to husband our resources, and 1
cannot think that we are doing this while we
are spending £2,000,000 per annum in Wesl-
ern Australia on liguor. While it may uot
he possible to make men perfect by Act of
Parliament, 1 say that at a time like this we
should make some effort to restrict the waste
which is going on in regard to liquor. I am
sorry indeed that is those portions of the
State where a referendum has not becn
taken the people have not heen given a chance
to decide this question, I seems to me lhat
the Government have abdicated their respon-
sibility altogether and have sought tv place
on the shoulders of private members of Par-
liament responsibility which they shonld
themselves take. Mr. Duffell has referred
to some stalements that were made by some
maeinhers of the W.A. Alliance. T should alse
like to refer to statements made on the other
side by some gentlemen on a deputalion
whielh waited on the Premier. One gentle-
man went so far as to sav that the Labour
Goverament had condemned certain build-
ings.  That sialement was as remole from
the trath as it eould possibly be. It isa pily
that stalements of this nature should be maile
on either side. T was present at the meefing
in the Town Hall ealled by the Temperance
party at which most injudicious and unfair
statemenfs were made. To these 1 take
strong exeception. It seems that we eannot
discuss this matter without indulgine in
these personalites which do no good to any-
one. T wight refer to the statement in re-
eard to the 1914 Bill that the powers exer-
cised by that measure were not used as they
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should have been. That was purely an emer-
geney measure, and i{ was passed in this
House on the understanding that it was an
emergency measure, Had it been otherwise
than an emergeney measure it would not
bave been passed, judging by the remarks of
some of the hon. members who spoke. Some
hon. members were very dublous indeed about
wiving the Government the power that they
were asking for in the Bill.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you elaim that The
cmergency had never arisen?

Hon. J, 1. DODD: | am not prepared to
say Lhat the emergency did not arise. The
emergency may have arisen in which the Rill
should have been put into operation, but I
do say that the late Government have been
blamed for many things is connection with
the Bill for which they should not have been

hamed. They were alzo hlamed by the pres-
enl Premiar.
llen, J. J. Holmes: The only fime thal

hotels were closed was at the request of tha
puiblicans.

Hoen. J. E. DODD: 1 m not altogether too
sure ahoui that, The fact remains that the
Bill did not ileal wilh the general aspect of
the question. 1t simply dealt with any cmer-
gency which might arise. T have much
pleasure, however, in supporting the Bill as
it stands seeing that we have no other option
than to support it. There is no doubt that
it conlains a certain amount of good.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. . Colebateh—East—in reply) [7.47]:
In regard to the remarks made by the Hon.
Mr. Holmes, the incident to which he re-
ferred has not come under my notiece, but
I will undertake to have inquiries made and
see whether the occasion did arise when the
emergeney Act should have been put into
vperation. [ think the hon. member will
agree with me when I say that if hotels are
opren and there is a large number of soldiers
in the street it is impossible for the police
to do more than maintamn order without giv-
ine rise to resentmenl on the part of the
saldiers. At (he same {ime, as I have re-
peatedly stated in the House, T think it is
a great pity that there are not more frequent
prosecutions against publicans for serving
drunken men with liquor, allhongh when
they are dealing with the soldiers it may
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obten be the only course open to them. |
will have the matter inquired info, and if
it apjears necessary that action should be
taken on ocecasions like that, I am sure thé
fovernment will not hesitate to take such
action, So far as the remarks of the Hon.
Mr. Dodd arve concerned, 1 must dispute bis
assertion that the Government in any way
shirked its responsibilities.  The Govern-
ment shirked notling. Fhe Government was
asked to introduce a Bill providing for a
referendum on the early closing of hotels.
but they said, “We are not going to do any-
thing of the sort.”

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Bill provided for
ihe shirking of their responsibilities.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That i
so, and 1t also provided that we stiould pas:
the responsibility on to the people. The
Government were asked, provided a private
memher was preparved to bring forward :
natier of this kind, if they would facilitate
discussion upon il and the Qovernment said
“Yes.” There was no shirking of responsi-
bility there. 'The measure came forward
in another place, and it is noteworthy that
everv party in Parliament furnished ¢
majority against the taking of a referendun
on the question. "The majority of the mem-
bers of the Labour party was opposed to it
the majority of the members of the Country
party was opposed to it. and the majorily
ot the members of the Liberal party wa-
opposed to it; and T personally trust thal
this may be taken as an indication that fm
the future no party at present in Parliament
is prepared to abrogate it s responsibilities
and that they regard Parliament as a proper
place in whieh a gquestion of this kind shonld
be decided. Tf it ean be demonstrated to the
Government that an improvement would by
made by the early elosing of hotels the Gov
ernment will not hesitate to introduce tha
as a measure to Parliament, but not as :
measure to refer it to other people wlh
eannot possibly have the same knowledg:
of the circumstances. and shonld not he ex
pected to know as well, what are the require
ments of the country, as are the members
who are clected by the people. T it ir
shown thai the earlier closing of hotels is
necessary and desirable the Government will
not hesitate to introduce a Bill for the
curlier closing of hotels.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Do not your remarks
apply equally to the bockmakers Billd

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Quite
so. The Government are not prepared to
refer lhe guestion of the continnance of
bookmakers by way of referendum to the
people. The Government say they are satis.
fied that bookmaking is an offence and thet
they will intreduee legislation with the ob-
ject of suppressing it. ‘1f the Governmen:
cnn be similarly satisfied that the shortening
of the hours for lotels will do gaod they will
introduce a Bill making provision for ilis
My present impression, and I think tha
mast of the members of the Governmen'’
tuke the same view, is that cur 9 o 9 pro-
vision is aeling well and is probably doing
more pood than a more extreme measu
would do. 1 believe there is room, however
for a difference of opinion, but personally
I think that if we close hotels at 6 o'clock
we would probably create a great many
abuses and perhaps do more harm than
good. T have not had an opportunity of
closely studying the experience of the States
wlich have adopted the 6 o'clock elosing. I
do not aceept altopether the opinion that 6
o'eloek has Tailed in these States, neither
am I prepared lo say thal it has entirely sue-
eeeded. | do say that in Western Australia
alone we have the 9 o’clock opening. T am
rerfeefly satisfied that from what [ have
seen, particularly in the eountry districts,
the curtailing of the howrs in the morning
and opening at 9 o’clock instead of 6 o’eloek
has probably done mueh more good than if
we had closed a eouple of hours earlier in
the evening withont altering the opening
hours in the morning. In some of the other
States the hours are from 6 to 6, and whilst
T am prepared to admit that possibly it
might be shown that 9 to 6 would be even
preferable, if 1 had to make my choiee from
the temperance point of view between 6 to
6 and 9 to 9 T would say that the 9 to 9 is
the ore reasonable .proposition, and one
more likely to do good te the country and
minimise the consumption of liquor, hesides
preserving the best energies of the people.

(Juesiion put and passed.

On further motion by the COLONIAL
SECRETARY, resolution transmitted to the
Asgembly for concurrence.
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BILL—SPECLAL LEASE (LAKE
CLIPTON).
Second Reading.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [7.57] in moving
the second reading said: The object of this
Bill is 1u ratify an agreement made by the
late Government and the then Minister for
Works (Mr. W, 1). Johnson) with a Mr.
J. H. Johnoson in eonnection with certain
lime deposits at Lake Clifton. Incidentally
it authorises the construction of a railway'
from Lake Clifion 1o Warvona. I have here
plans which T will lay on the table of the
House for the information of hon. members
showing the locality of the Lake Clifton e
depiosils, and approximately the route wineh
this railway which is about 13 miles in
length will travel. The history of the dis-
covery of these deposits is briefly as follows:
In December, 1912, Mr. Claude Newnham of
Boulder ¥arm, Waroona, wrote regarding
certain lime deposits diseovered by him. He
hrought the matter under the notice of the
Government with a view to securing a special
lease of the lake for the purpose of working
the lime deposits for the manutacture of
Portland cement and agrienltural lime. An
analysis of the samjles submitted by Mr.
Newnham was reported on as follows:—

The malerial submitied was a  tresh
marl composed mainly of earbonate of
lime precipitated partly by orgame and
parily by inorganic chemical agencies in
a flinely divided slate. The analysis on a
sample showed the presence of 45.88 per
ceat., earbon dioxide 27.07, organic mat-
ter {ineluding nitrogen} B8.93, silica 1.G1.

The low percentage of silica is a satisfactory
feature.

Magnesia 1.1.

And the low percentage of this is also a sat-
isfaclory feature.

Iron oxide and alwnina .24, sulphur
trioxide .39. phosphoric oxide .09, salt
2.02.

This low percentage of salt is also regarded
as being satisfactory for the purjtose of lime
for agricultural vequirements. A lease of
portion of the lake was granted fo Mr.
Newnham and was subsequently surrendereid
by him in favour of a larger scheme. In
February, 1914, Mr. J. H. Johnson, a part-
ner of Mr. Newnbam, applied for a right to
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work the whole of the lauke fFor lime, with
the right to use and sell the produee for any
purpose, and also to be allowed to construct
a railway from Waroona to the lake. He
refuired a 21 vears lease and was prepared
to expend £100,000 on the proposition. The
azricultnral eommissioner to whom the mat-
ter was referved, estimated the maxinmum
price for lime with a content of not less than
S per vent. carbonate at 125, tid, per ton
and the miniwmum production at 10,040 {uns
rer annum. Hon. members will see by the
tease that the produoction is to he H0 tons per
day which would work out at 15,000 ions per
annum as against the yunimum of 10,000
lons sugzesied by the agriealtural commis-
sioner, Laler on Mr. Johnson submitied a
=ap| lementary projosal (o the late Govern-
ment stating thal his partner snd himself
owned land on the route of the snggested
railway on which were deposits of elay suit-
able for the mannfacture into Poriland
cement, 1le¢ sugpested that the proeposed
manufpeture of eement would supply the
industry tu justify the construction of the
line. In September of last year, 1915, he
undertook to build a railway, or to finance
ils construetion, leaving with the Govern-
ment the option of resuming the line at any
time at ils aetnal eost, plus bank inlerest.

The DPublic Yorks Department osti-
mate of the ecost of this 15 nules
of railway is  £26,905 and the annoual

freight, including lime. venuent, ete., ai rail-
way  rates, would approximate £2487.
Messri. Conner and  Moody, agrienltural
eomiissioners, recommended that, provided
Mr. Johinson could satisty the Govermnent's
finaneial advisers that (he promnoters were in
a rosition to build the railway and establish
ihe works to the satistaction of the Govern-
ent, the eoneession sought should be granterd
v condiiien that agricnltaral lime of not
less than 80 per eent. earbonaie be delivered
at Warpona, or other approved depst al a
jiriee nat exceeding 7<. Gid. 2 ton: hat the
recomnended price was Jater altereld (o 10s.
un<ereensd and 12s. 6d. for sereencd lime.
In a preliminary report on an examination
ol liinestone deposits in the Soulh-West, My
St Smith, field geologist, concludes—

UF all the propositions [ have examined,
this {Lake Clifion} appeals to me most
strongly, for not only is there a large de-
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posit of high grade marl, bul the facilities
fyr plaeing it on the market ave excellent,
| articularly for the South-West.

The lease applied for ecomprises the whole of
Lake Clifton. 1t is approximalely 12 miles
in length and half a mile in average width.
1t is required that Reserve 998 be included
as n site for treatment works. The litho. on
the table of ihe House also shows the ap-
proximate line of the railway. Briefly, the
Bill provides for a lease of Lake Clifton
and reserve 998 for a term of 42 years at a
rental of £200 per annum. The conditions
of the lease provide that the lessee shall,
within two years from the commnencement of
the lease, or within sueh exlended time as,
under existing war conditions eor other
special eivcumstances, the Minister tor Lands
shall deem advisable, construct a line from
Wareona to the lake, along such route as
may be approved by the Minister for lands,
at his own cost and subject to the require-
ments of the Railway Department.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Is there any hope of
that?

The COLONIAL BSECRETARY: Un-
doubtedly, with the reservations made. 1f he
cannot gel the rails of course his time will
be extended, otherwise there iz no doubt the
terms of the lease will he complied with. The
raillway is to be laid out and construcl‘e:d
under the supervision and to the satisfaction
of the engineer-in-chief, or such other oflicer
as may be acting for him. 1t is provided in
the Bill that where the railway traverses
unalienated Jand, a strip of not less than one
¢hain in width shall be reserved, and where
it traverses alienated or demised lands a sirip
one chain in width will be acquired by the
Government, subject to payment by the lessee
of the cost of such aequisition. Land =o ac-
quired or reserved will he demised to the
lessee for the term of his lease without ad-
ditional rent. So soon as the railway is com-
pleted, the lessee shall, so far as there may
be a demand for same, and to the extent of
the oniput for the time being, supply lime
te the public containing not less than 80 per
cent. earhonate, at a price not exceeding 12s.
per ton sereened or 10s, per ton unscreened,
delivered at Waroona. Provision is also
made for the purchase of the railway by the
Government at any fime during the eurrency
of the lease at a sum equal to the cost of
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construction less depreciation, for forfeilure
in the event of hreach of econditions or de-
fanlt in the maiter of rent for a bond in the
sum of £1,000.
Hon. E. M. Clarke: What is the meaning
of screened and unsereened lime?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There is
a difference in value of 2s. per ton. I am
nol aware of the technical difference between
the two, but L will find out for the hon. mem-
ber. An important provision is that requir-
ing' the lessee to carry goods and passengers
at rates to he approved by the Minister for
Railways, such rates to be not less per mile
thau is charged on the Government railways.
The agreement was entered into by the pre-
vious (iovernment. Tt has been very care-
fully considered by the present Administra-
tion. and we are satisfied it is a proper agree-
ment (o enter into. The time for the con-
siruction of the line is limited to two years
with the provision that I have already re-
ferred 10 in the event of war conditions mak-
ing it impossible to eommence operations.
Then, of course, any extension, as the Min-
ister may deem fit will be granted. The usual
provisions in such cases are made in eonnee-
tion with the rolling stock. The lessee will
he compelled to keep boih line and rolling
stoek in good condition. It might have been
argued that it would have been a good (hing
for the State to take up this deposit and work
it and enter upon the manufacture of cement,
but, in view of the fact that our predeces-
sors in office who, I think were rather in-
clined to Government enterprise in this and
other directions, have in this particular ease
deemed it wise that private people should
be given the right io exploit this industry,
the present Government will hardly he
blamed for endorsing their opinion. With
the difficult 1imes ahead of us, all the energies
of the Government and of private enterprize
will be necessary to exploit and develop the
1esources of the State. I believe the grant-
mg of this lease will make not only for the
provision of lime, which is large indeed in
the agricultural industry, but will also lead
to the establishmeni of a cement industry in
Western Ausiralia of considerable import-
ance. 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East} [5.8]:
'This Houge would be untrue 10 jta prineiples
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if it did nol afford fair encouragement to
private enlerprise. I am prepared to vote
for this Bill, but there are three or four
tmprovements wlich I think ought to be
made ia the contraet, and, of course, the
contract is subjeect to revision. It is the
essence of the Bill. 1f Lake Clifton wert
the only lime lake in the State, I should
object to locking up the whole deposii there,
some 4,000 odd acres, in one single enter-
prise. But it is not so. There are plenty
of other deposits to be worked in various
parts of the State, and it is a strange con-
tradiction on the part of the preceding Gov-
ernment to hand over without a qualm to
private enterprise what might have been a
slorions opportunity for State enlerprise.
1 am not going to question their wisdom in
that respect, but I do think it is a mistake
to fix a lump rental irrespective of the
development of this property, and 1 cer-
tainly think there should be a small royalty,
as a matter of right, to the Crown. I do
not want it to be a prolubitive or a greedy
rovalty, but there should be a royalty as a
matter of principle. We have royalties on
gold mining and on timber cutting. The
resources of the State are being developed
in the interests of the State, as well as in
the interests of the enterprises, and it
is a fair thing to the State (hat
there should be a small royalty, say, of
3d. a ton or whatever the Government may
think a fair thing, and the rental should
merge in that. That would recognise the
Crown right as owner and would not unduly
hamper or bandicap the development of the
lime. Then coming to smaller matters, I
think the contraet should say when that small
hond should be put up. Tt should have been
put up on the signing of the contract. That
is business. It is not business to say that there
shall be a bond sometimes. There is a maxi-
mum price fixed which is really too vagne
to mean anything. It is provided that thé
screcned and unsereened lime shall be de-
livered at the railway. How is that to be
done? 1s it to be delivered in bags? If
so0, that means an additional cost of 50 per
cent. The buyers will say “thank you” to
the lewislature for protecting their interesis
and fixing a maximum, but when they ¢omc
to take delivery the company will say, “if
vou please we want 0s. to 8s. per ton for
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bags,” which is what they cost at the pre-
sent time, .

The Colonial Secretary: Surely it is clear
enough in the agreement.

Hon. J. ¥. CCLLEN: 1t is not. The lime,
therefore, will cost 10s. or 12s. plus 6s. o1
8s. for the bags and plus the freight. It
is not an agricultural proposition to pay
10s. or 12s. for the lime plus the other
charges which I have mentioned, It must
be remembered, too, that this is not strietly a
fertiliser, it is simply a chemical to sweeten
the soil, and it cannot be reckoned as o
manure tn comparison with oiher fertilisers.
I am simply stating what agriculturists
know. However, it can be made clear whal
the price of the lime is. If the company
is going to do business, bulk lime will have
to be sold at Waroona at from 3s. to Ts.
6d. per ton. There are one or two other
small matters which can be dealt with in
Committee. For instanee, it is provided
that the railway is to be operated by an)
fuel. The Government cannot do that. The
(Gfovernment are hampered all through each
summer by the neeessity for using coslly
fuel. Tt is not safe to put those words int
a Bill under whieh the Government will
be looked upon by the community as a
rarty with the promoter. OF course the
meaning is that either eleetricity or coa’
cean be used, hut the meaning that will be
aecepled is that they can use any fuel they
like and raise as many fires as they like.
The Government will be held responsible
if the Bill is slipshod and opens the door
to litigation. It should be distinetly pro-
vided that the railway auathorities will con
trol the fnel used. The contraet is care-
lesslv drawn in other ways. The Minister
for Lands is made the controller of a num-
ber of railway questions. Of course all rail-
way qguestions must go to the Minister for
Railways. However, that can he amended
in Committee. I hope the Colonial Seecre
tary will not take the ground that this con
tract is finished. The eontract is the essene
of the Bill. I want to see this promoter gei
fair play, but I do not want to see gratuitous
risks of litigation. T will support the second
reading.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West{ {818]: I
want to emphasise what appears to me a
serious point, namely, the starfing of this
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work. The farmers of the South-West have
been ealling out for this line ever since I
have been connected with the South-West.
The late Government intended to introduce
a Bill to give them the line, but the difficulty
was that the Bill did not get before Parlia-
ment. The present Government are simply
carrying out what was put into form by
their predecessors. Tt is prescribed in the
schednle that two years shall be allowed in
which to build the railway, provided the con-
ditions are satisfactory, and if they are not
satisfactory any time may elapse before the
farmers will get the benefit of the line. 1
would provide against that. 1 weuld like to
suggest to the leader of the House that the
(lovernment have at present a large number
of old 45-1b. rails which could be well and
easily utilised for the building of this line.
It is not necessary to carry freight of this
character at any great speed, and there will
be no danger in using the old rails. If this
were done we would have the railway started
at a very early date. T do not doubt the
bona fides of those who have the maiter in
hand, heeause it has heen before the Govern-
ment for a long time. However, we require
to make ourselves absolutely sure on that
point, and see to it that the country is not
heing simply expleifed. Those deposits are
very valuable for sweelening the soil, and 1
know from my own experience of the Sonth-
West that it is required down there. T
understand the Federal authorities have
already given their consent to the raising of
the necessary ecapilal. Tndeed it is stated
that the ecapitai is available af the present
time. When we reach that position, why
should we hesitate in asking those who have
hoth the necessary money and the authorily
to go on at once with the work? I would
suggest that the Government offer those old
rails to the promoter and let him make use of
them until he is able to get other rails. When
in Commitiee T will certainly move to elimi-
nate “{wo years” and insert “six months” in
order (o test the hona fides of the promoter
who has this concession fram the Govern-
ment. T helieve, of course, that he is quile
satisfactory. TIf it is so, and we can get
these old rails, why should not the work be
commenced at once? The points raised by
Mr. Cullen are of considerable importance,
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especially (hat in regard to the use of either
fuel. But if Mr. Cullen were to visit that
distriet he would find that it is practically
impossible to start a fire down there, so the
nature of the fuel seems to me to be of but
little moment. In any case, a fire there
would not do mueh harm. However, T hope
the fuel to be used will be the native fuel,
of which, unfortunately, too little is con-
sumed to-day. 1 hope the Colonial Secrelary
will recognise the necessity of having the
work started af once. When the Minister
for Works was through the distriet be was
repreatedly asked how soon the line was fo
be siarted. He told them that it would be 12
months.

The Colonial Secretary: It has heen hung
up for two years.

Hon. J. EWING: That does not justify its
heing held up any fonger. I think the sug-
gestion T have made to utilise the old rails
is a valuable one, for T am sure they will
suflice for the traffic. Any expense to which
the contractor may he put in laying the old
rails and afterwards having to replace them
with new ones eould reasonably be borne by
the Government in the interests of the im-
mediate eonstruetion of the line in order that
the Sonth-West may have the advantage of
it.

On motion by Hon. . F. Baxier dehate
adjourned.

BILL—FRANCHISE.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colehatech—East) [8.23] in moving
{he second reading said: This is a very brief
measure intended to protect the franchise of
the soldiers during the period they are away
on active service. Under the Electoral Ari
of 1907 an elector is eligible for enrolment
only in the distriet in which he lives. He
ean vote for that distriet after removal from
the district, provided he has not been away
more than three months., Within three
maonths he is siupposed lo enrol in the new
district to whieh he removes. Soldiers leav-
ing their own districts would, of course. go
into fraining ecamp and, under the existing
Act, about the time they had completed their
{raining and were ready to leave the Stale
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it would be necessary for them to transfer
from other distriets to the distriet in which
the training eamp was situated. This it is
considered by the Government highly unde-
sirable, because it is net in conformity with
our prineiples of representalive Government
thar large bodies of men, who may be in a
particular distriet with only just suoflicient
lime 1o qualify themselves to appear on the
rall, should possibly disturb and destroy the
vote of the resident populatien of the dis-
trict.  Baut, following on that, of course, as
soon as a soldier had been away from the
State for (hree months his name would be
removed from the roll altogether aund he
would have to enrol awgain on returning.
The object of the Bill is (o provide that any

elector whose name is on the roll for an .,

electoral district, and wlho is on active ser-
vice shall, during sueh service, he deemed to
continue to live in sueh electoral distriet as
he was enrolled at the c¢ommencement of
such service. namely, the date on which
he went into training. It is further
provided that he shall be deewed to live in
the distriet in whieh he aetually lived imme-
diatetly prior o the commencemnent of sueh
service. PProvision is also made lhat an elec-
{or of Ihe Legislative Council shall remain en
the roll; that is lo say, an elector who is
nuadified by occupation of a house of the an-
nual rental valve of £17 per annum, The
Bill provides that he shall remain on the
roll of the Legislalive Council even after he
has left the State with His Majesty’s forees,
provided thal he conlinues as a tenant of {he
dwelling house, although not personally oc-
eupying it; in other words, provided his
family continues to live there.

Hon. J, F. Cullen: The freehold qualifica-
tion should alse hold.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Ot
course it will. That holds without any spee-
ial Aet of Parliamenl. No Act is required.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is required to keep
the name on the roll.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T think
not. If the hon. member can show that it is
necessary, provision can be inserted in the
Bill, but it seerns to me thal one's temporary
absence from the State does not involve his
removal from the roll. However, T am quite
open to consider the ¢uestion in Committee.
Provision is also made that the Chief Elec-
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toral Ollicer shall, so far as practicable,
cause an asterisk or distinguishing mark o
be made on the roll againslt the name of an
eleetor who has joined the forces, and shall
append to the roll an explanalory note. It
is deemed desirable that some provision of
this sort should be made, because there are
vbjections to the inclusion on the roil of a
number of people who have really forfeited
their qualifications, and although we are
keenty ¢esirous ihal the franchise of the sol-
dier should be maintained, it is deemed ad-
visable (hat steps should be taken to prevent
any abuse. If we are going to have on the
rolis ‘thousands of people who, under the
Eleectoral Aet as it stands, are disqualified
from appearing on the roll, it i deemed ad-
visable Lhat thece should be some distinguish-
ing mark against their names, otherwise im-
personation way be practised to a large ex-
tent. There will always be a danger of im-
personalion if we have on the roll the
names of hundreds of men who are out of
the State and Lherefore unable to vote here.
Anyvone who presents himself to vote and
has the distinguishing marks opposile his
name, can easily satisfy the clectoral officer
that he is the person referred to. If there
were no such distinguishing mark, it would
be possible for people to personate the ab-
sent soldier, whieh is the lhing we wish {o
avoid. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second Hime.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [8.31}: I in-
tend lo support the second reading, anil also
to support the Bill in Committee; but the
measure does not go guite far enough. While
we are attempting to do juslice to those whe
are serving at the Front, there is a danoger,
as regards the Legislative Couneil franchise,
of doing an injustice. The Bill pro-
vides for the retention of ithe vote of the
soldier who is at the Front so long as he
continues to be the tenant of the dwellng
house in which be has resided. The wife may
remain behind and may be paying rent for
the house, but still she cannot become a voter
for the very reason that the vote is to he re-
tained to the soldier. Again, in regard to the
Assembly franchise, there are quite a number
of women whose husbands are at the Front
and who are also changing their residences.
T have in mind one case where three women
from Katanning, who are Katsnning elec-



690

tors, live in one house, their husbands being
in camp or on their way lo the Front. We
provide that the soldiers sha)l relain their
voles in the Katanning electorate, but we say
nothing whalever about ihe votes of their
wives. This applies to a mueh greaier extent
on the goldfields, from which the wives of
many of the soldiers who enlisted there Lave
moved to Perth, It seems to me that some-
thing might be done lowards allowing the
wives of soldiers Lo retain the franchise in
the district from which they ecame, if they
so desire.  Those are the only points in
which, so far as I see, the Bill may be bet-
tered. I trust this may be done in Com-
mittee.
Quesiion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE (No. 1).
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—Easl) [8,33] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill was pre-
pared hy the late Government, and has for
tls object the excision of such portions of
the National Park in the Darling Ranges,
and the leasing thereof, as may be found
suitable for mining for molybdenile. As
originally drafted, the Bill provided only
for the exeision of an area applied for by
Messrs. Gull Bros. and Edwards so long
ago as 1914. When the Bill was before
another plaece, an amendment was agreed to
extending the scope of the measure so as
to permit of the granting of further areas
for the same purpose—the mining of molyh-
denite, that is—instead of one specified aren
only. Leases may be issued in respect of
other portions of the park. As members
are aware, before any portion of a class A
reserve may be alienated, it is necessary for
an Act of Parliament to aunthorise such
alienalion. The land contained in the
National ark has been declared a class A
reserve; hence this Bill. As I have said, the
application for the partieular area which
resulted in the preparation of this Bill was
received in 1914. The then Government
favoured the application, and the Bill was
drafted, but for one reason and another
was never presented to Parliament. With
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the exception of the amendment made by
another place, the Bill is the same as the
late Government proposed to present to Par-
liament. The objeet of the proposed lessees
is to mine the land for molybdenile, which
mineral, on account of the war, is just now
commanding a high price—ahout £450 per
ton for 90 per cent. quality. The greater
part of the world’s supply of molybdenite
comes from Australia, but until now it has
only been mined for on a small scale at
Leonora, Mullewa, Southern Cross, and one
or two other places. Molybdenite is used
in the preparation of a special grade of
stecl, and therefore its production is a mat-
ter of national importance at the presenl
juncture. [t has other uses also in connee-

* tion with chemieal, porcelain and dye-mak-

ing. The land embraced in Messrs. Gull
Bros. and Edwards’ applieation is situate
one and a half miles north-east of Swai.
View railway stafion, in the direction of
the tunnel. In view of the importance of
molybdenite production, 1 think members
may agree to the amendment of the Class A
reserve in this instance. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan}
[8.37]: I second the Colonial Secretary’s
motion. Perhaps what I say may be of
interest to hon. members, becanse I know a
zood deal about the locality, and also about
the molyhdenite there. There is no doubt
as to (he oecurrence of molyhdenite, and
it is a wise step to inelude in the Bill the
power to exeise anv area which may sob-
sequently be found to carry this metal. Tt
oceurs not only at the place where the work-
ing has taken place, but also in another spot
about half a2 mile ov three-quarters of a
mile distanl from the first spot. I support
the second reading, and hope that subse-
yuent evenls will justify the Hounse in
rassing the measure and that the indusiry
will become profitahle, Hon. members need
have no fear abont spoiling the park. I
think the creation of this rescrve for the
purposes of a National Park is more or less
2 legislaiive joke. T have not seen many
places less fitted for a National Park than
the arca under consideration.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: What is the area of
the park?®
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Hon, W. KINGSMILL : About 4,000
aeres, which is obviously absurd for a
Xational Park.

The Colonial Secretary: More than that,
is it not?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Not much more.

The Colonial Seecretary : I think it is
abont 10.U00 acres.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL : In that part
of the eountry, the bigger the area the worse
it iz snjted for a park. At ali events, T
support the Bill, which 1 consider is justi-
tied, and 1 hope events will stil further
justify the House in passing the measure.

Hon. J. . CCUCLLEXN (South-East)
[8.40]: In my opinion the Government are
making a serious mistake in this proposal.
They ask Parliament to sign a blank eheque
to the Government in regard to a Class A
reserve—a  course that Parliament has
hitherio always refused lo take, and quite
properly so. It would set a precedent which
mixht hecome exeeedingly dangerous. Mr.
Kingsmill langhs at this as a National Park.
1 wouid like to know, on what ground? Is
it that the arca is too smali? If so we shall
not improve it by lessening it. Is it that he
thinks the area too rough?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Too rough, no shade,
no wafer.

fon. J. F. CULLEN: The roughness is
one of the charms of a park. I should like
the hon. member 1o go to Sydney

Hon. W. Kingsmill: I have been there.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: And have a lock
at the natiopal parks there.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T know them well.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : The charm of those
areas is the varied landscape, from deep
ravines lo high, rough hills. On one side of
Svdney is a park of 35,000 acres, and on the
other ride there is a park of 35,000 acres,
each with extensive water frontage. Again
and again people have asked the Parliament
of New South Wales to execise pieces from
the 70,000 acres; and the answer has always
heen, “Nol an acre.” Those parks will cause

posterity to bless the wisdom of the people -

that protected the areas. And Perth has ihis
twopenny park of 4,000 acres! I am amazed
that Mr. Kingsmill, of all members, should
consent to the giving of a blank cheque
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regarding park lands. If there is a
valuable metal in the area, by all
means let ik be developed; but let the Gov-
ernment bring dowm a specifie proposal to
grant to the righl men—men who are pre-
pared to develop it—ihe particular area that
they seleel. The House should insist on that.
I'he Bill says “any portion.” That means the
whole of the park. The Government, under
this Bill, will be able to do what they like
with this Class A reserve. That power
should not be given. Parliament will ereate
a very dangerous precedent if it assents to
snch a proposal. The next thing the Govern-
ment will ask for will be permission to ex-
eise any portion of King’s Park. If they will
bring down a conerele Bill saving, “There is
& contingent contract with sueh and such
persons, who lhave given evidence of their
ability to earry it out, and we ask power to
give them a lease on ferms satisfactory to
the Stfate,”" Parliament will immediately as-
sent. Rui to say that at any time the Gov-
ernment like they can lease any portion of
this park, or even the whole of it, is a thing
Parliament ought not fo say. As a protest
1 shall vote against the second reading of
the Bill, though T am prepared to support
a proper and husinesslike, eonerete Bill
granting the necessary area to suitable per-
sons.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE (South-West)
fS43]: 1 shall certainly support Lhe Bill,
because I know something about that rocky
country to which the last speaker has re-
ferred. If one sees that country onee in a
lifetitne, it is about all one cares about.
Sentiment iz a wonderful thing, but my sen-
timent does not run that way. Mine runs in
this direction: if there is a valuable mineral
deposit in that park, Western Australia
wants that deposit developed. The produe-
tion of fthe metal is important, and I would
o even further than the Bill. 1 agree that
there should be a safeguard in the direction
of providing that if the lessees do not work
their area, it may be turned over to some-
boddly elsé. However, the deposit has been
lying idle for, I suppose, a few thousand
vears; and it will be of no earthly use until
it is dug out and turped into money.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to grant mineral leases
on portion of reserve:

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I would like the
Minister to make some sfatement on this
point. Is it intended that the Government
shall handle the whole of the area of the
park? T move an amendment—

That after the word “lease” the words
“not erceeding 250 acres” be inseried.
The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: The

Bill as originally drafted set out exactly the
land proposed to be leased, but it was pointed
out in another place that it would be a mis-
take to give the Government power to grant
one lease only and refuse permission to the
Government to grant olher leases should it
be fonnd subsequenily that molybdenite ex-
isted in other portions of the park.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.
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The SPEAK_ER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Minister for Works: Uniform
seneral by-laws for regulafing motor and
otlier traltic adopted by various road boards,

QUESTION—STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS,

Brickworks, Sawmills, and Engineering and
Tmplement Works.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government decided to dispose of
the State Brickworks, Sawmills, and Engin-
eering and Implement Works, as published
in the West .lustralion of 2nd November,
19167 2, If so, will he give Parliament an
opporlunity to approve or otherwise of the
conditions or any agreement econcerning
same before disposal?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, if suit-
able offers are forthcoming. 2, The State
Trading Concerns Bill to be introduced will
empower the Governor in Council to ap-

. prove of the terms and conditions of sale.

QUESTIONS (2)}—BRICKS.
Price to Gorernment Departments.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the numher of bricks



